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Takenaka Clinic, Osaka, Japan correct way to practice medicine. According to them, their specialty is a combination of internal medicine, minor surgery, orthopedics, pediatrics, obstetrics, and gynecology, thus providing a patchwork of medical care. But a patchwork of medical care is only one side of family medicine, not a specialty. However some family physicians who have studied in North America or Europe insist that Japanese family physicians who have not studied abroad are not family physicians. Therefore, satisfactory answers as to what kind of specialty they should have can be difficult to find and hence, they often fall into identity crises. Unfortunately, some leave primary care and family medicine and move on to become alternative specialists. Due to such conditions, very few Japanese family physicians have pursued further education to become specialists of family medicine.
Family medicine can be considered a specialty in itself. It can be defined as care that is accessible, comprehensive, coordinated, continuous, and accountable (ACCCA). Interestingly, the practices of some Japanese specialists who establish private clinics also provide this sort of care. Thus, ACCCA is not exclusively confined to family medicine in Japan.
Then, how can we characterize family medicine, especially in 
